Values Advocacy Council

Evidence Is Clear: Children are substantially better off when
raised by a committed mother and father

For years now there has been an ever-increasing amount of evidence that the healthiest environment in
which children may be raised is by their biological parents—a committed mother and a committed father.
However, a number of studies have been issued concluding that same-sex parenting is no different in the
rearing of children than heterosexual parenting.

An often-quoted study is the American Psychological Association’s Public Interest Directorate 1995
statement on homosexual parenting, authored by openly lesbian activist Charlotte Patterson of the
University of Virginia: “There is no evidence that lesbians and gay men are unfit to be parents or that
psychosocial development among children of gay men or lesbians is compromised in any respect.... Not a
single study has found children of gay or lesbian parents to be disadvantaged in any significant respect
relative to children of heterosexual parents.”

However, she adds, “research on leshian and gay parents and their children is still very new and
relatively scarce.... Longitudinal studies that follow leshian and gay families over time are badly
needed.”? She acknowledges, “Homosexual parenting research has been criticized for using poorly
matched or no control groups in designs that call for such controls.... Other criticisms have been
that most studies have involved relatively small samples [and] that there have been inadequacies in
assessment procedures employed in some studies.”

Robert Lerner and Althea K. Nagai, who conducted a thorough review of homosexual parenting
studies, concluded that such research could not be upheld in a court of law. They stated, “We
conclude that the methods used in these studies are so flawed that these studies prove nothing.
Therefore, they should not be used in legal cases to make any argument about ‘homosexual vs.
heterosexual’ parenting. Their claims have no basis.™

Experts agree that studies in support of homosexual parenting are hopelessly flawed. Information
concerning the disadvantages to children of same-sex parenting does exist; however, the
information is generally ignored, as it does not fit in the “politically correct” agenda.

Difficulties in Social and Academic Adjustment

A 1996 study done by an Australian journal compared the academic and social lives of an equal number of
children from three different types of families. The children studied were children of heterosexual
cohabiting couples, children of heterosexual married couples and children of homosexual couples. Sotirios
Sarantakos, the sociologist who authored the report, found that children of heterosexual married couples
did the best of the group in nine of the thirteen academic and social categories measured. The children
raised by homosexual couples did worst in those categories. These nine categories were Language,
Mathematics, Sports, Sociability, Attitude to School and to Learning, Parent-School Relationship, Sex
Identity, School-Related Support (e.g., parent’s help with homework), and Parental Aspirations.
Sarantakos, who by no means has an anti-homosexual agenda, concluded, “Overall, the study has shown
that children of married couples are more likely to do well at school, in academic and social terms, than
children of cohabiting heterosexual and homosexual couples.”

Gender Orientation and Sexual experimentation

One of the concerns with same-sex parenting is a child of homosexual parents struggling with gender
confusion as well as with increased sexual experimentation. A comparison of the number of males and
females who have ever practiced homosexuality to the number of children of homosexuals who practice it
shows an increased probability that children raised in homosexual homes will become homosexual
themselves.
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Girls raised in leshian homes are 4 times as likely to become active lesbians themselves (12% compared to
3% ever having practiced in their lifetime).°

Males raised with homosexual father are almost twice as likely to be homosexual in their adult behavior
(9% compared to 5% ever having been practiced in a life time).’

Also children of homosexual parents are more likely to be encouraged in cross gender behavior.®

In the words of Judith Stacey and Timothy J. Biblarz, “The adolescent and young adult girls raised by
leshian mothers appear to have been more sexually adventurous and less chaste.”

Sexual Abuse

Twenty-nine percent “of adult children of homosexual parents” have been sexually molested by that
homosexual parent. This, compared with only 0.6 percent of adult children reporting sexual relations with a
heterosexual parent, reveals that children of homosexuals are almost 50 times as likely to be sexually
molested by a parent as children of heterosexuals.™

When pedophilia happens it is almost always males who commit it, and approximately 1/3 of these sexual
abuse cases are homosexual in nature (men molesting young boys).™

Homosexual men seem to prefer youngest age categories which include males as young as 15.*

Seventy-three percent of homosexuals surveyed in 1979 by The Gay Report, had at some time had sex with
boys 16 to 19 years of age.*®

Children who are molested by adults of the same gender are more likely to become homosexual. The
Archive of Sexual Behavior reports: “Forty-six percent of homosexual men and 22 percent of homosexual
women reported having been molested by a person of the same gender. This contrasts to only 7 percent of
heterosexual men and 1 percent of heterosexual women reporting having been molested by a person of the
same gender.”**

Family Stability

Children raised in two parent homes (one man and one woman) have proven to be better off than children
born in other situations. They are more likely to do well academically as well as socially. They are less
likely to experience premarital childbearing, illicit drug use, undergo arrest, live in poverty, or have health,
emotional or behavioral problems.

The two parent homes of same-sex relationships do not provide this stable structure for raising the children.
First, same-sex relationships are not conducive to reproduction. Second, the child misses out on the
valuable experience of being raised by a mother and a father that promotes an understanding of the
different sexes and gives them the valuable mixed-gender relationship with the people closest to him or her.
Third, there is a high level of promiscuity and violence in the homosexual community, not providing a
healthy atmosphere in which children may be raised.

The Journal of Sex Research found that the average number of sexual partners that homosexual men had in
a lifetime was in the hundreds. But an additional 10.2 to 15.7 percent of the men studied had had between
501-1,000 partners in their lifetime. More than 10 percent reported having had over 1,000 sexual partners in
their lifetime.

Usually homosexual relationships among men last no more than 2 years.*®
Studies in the Netherlands show that men with steady partners have an average of 8 other casual partners in

a year and those without steady partners and average of 22 casual partners.” This is compared to 77% of
married men and 88% of married women remaining faithful to their spouses.*®
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Domestic violence among the homosexual community is higher than in the heterosexual community. One
study postulated that “the incidence of domestic violence among gay men is nearly double that in the
heterosexual population.”®

Verbal/emotional/psychological abuse and physical/psychological abuse by female love partners has been
reported by a little over half of lesbians in another study.?’ Meanwhile women married into traditional
families are the most likely to experience the lowest rate of domestic violence.?

One should not be surprised by these findings. The homosexual agenda does not accommaodate the natural
purpose and parameters of marriage but instead seeks to redefine it and ultimately eliminate it. Natural
marriage stands as the one witness to the illegitimacy of their relationships.

The purpose of the marriage relationship is to provide a stable and healthy environment for children. The
homosexual Agenda is otherwise. Paula Ettelbrick, former legal director of the Lambda Legal Defense and
Education Fund, has stated, “Being queer is more than setting up house, sleeping with a person of the same
gender, and seeking state approval for doing so.... Being queer means pushing the parameters of sex,
sexuality, and family, and in the process transforming the very fabric of society.”?

-- Contributed by Judah Kiley —
For more information about this subject, contact: Values Advocacy Council, 1175 Hillsdale
Avenue, San Jose, CA 95118 or call 408. 267. 0800.
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